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mething!" 
"Oh yeah, what? What would you have 

really done?" 

As stated in Street Survival 101, you 
will do exactly what you are trained to do. 
No training, no response. In any situation 
that you find yourself faced with related to 
violence or un-wanted aggression, your 
first priority is to determine your "rate of 
survival" or "survival percentage." You can 
determine this percentage of survival by 
using a formula called the "Four W & H" 
method. This method requires that five crit­
ical questions be understood and answered 
honestly. This will determine one's ability 
to put in place the pro-active response strat­
egy that will reduce or eliminate serious in­
jury when one encounters the brutality of 
violence. 

These questions come in the form on one 
word. Learn them, they just might save 
your life: 

W: What - What precisely is the threat 
or crisis that I am facing? Can I explicitly 
see it as well as describe it? Is it Concrete? 

W: When - When will this threat cause 
me a particular problem? When will I have 
to deal with it? At what time in the interac­
tion will I have to engage this problem? 

W: Where - Where geographically will 
1 be required to attempt to control or dif­
fuse this predicament? Will it be at the on­
set, near the time I depart, in the middle of 
the confrontation? 

W: \Vh)' - Why is this situation a partic­
ular dilemma for you or any of your ac­
quaintances? Can we somehow alter the 
why? 

H: How - How will this become an im­
mediate life threatening crisis after start­
out as a possible dangerous situation? 

Once these questions are truthfully an­
swered, the key to the effectiveness of this 
entire formula lies in the next step. In look­
ing at the five letters above, you now need 
to assign a numeral percentage of 20 to 

each letter. This would create a sum total 
of 100%. Your survival determination lies 
in your ability to provide an answer for 
each letter. 

For instance, if you were able to deter­
mine the "what", "when", and "where" of 
a situation, but not the "why" and "how," 
your percentage of survival would be 60% 
(3 correct answers, 2 unknown 
answers).This means that if you were to en­
gage in that situation, you would have a 
60% change of coming out of it without se­
vere injury or worse. Continuing, if you 
were able to answer four of these questions 
your survival percentage would be 80%. 
Congruently, if you were only able to an­
swer 2 questions your rate of survival 
would decrease to 40%. One question an­
swered would only provide you with a 20% 
chance of survival. 

You must be extremely flexible in the 
use of this and other formulas of this type. 
The goal of this concept is to provide the 
user with a workable, street-proven foun­
dation for interpreting a situation and de­
ciding on a strategy to control it. Your 
skills, training, expertise, and common 
sense will determine your degree of in­
volvement when dealing with the vicious­
ness of violence. 

As my first article attempted to explain, 
there is a science to dealing with violent 
situations. Vio­
lence rarely comes 
out of nowhere. 
Signs can almost 
always be found 
warning of its ap­
pearance. You just 
have to know what 
you are looking 
for. 

In my last article 
you were provided 
with a genera! 
blueprint for inter­
preting the me-
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chanics of how violence is used and creat­
ing a pre-action strategy for dealing with 
it. I will continue that blueprint but I will 
become more specific in upcoming articles. 
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